THE TRAGEDY OF RAMS AT MACDONALD
the greatest historical office of Lord Chancellorship showed
that whoever filled it need not necessarily be a great or a digni-
fied lawyer, a wise or very upright politician, a sensible man or
a law-abiding citizen.
Ever since MacDonald saw that the result of the election
would give Labour a chance of office, he had been studying
the situation and laying his plans. Without consulting a single
colleague, he decided to accept office as Premier if he were
given the chance. Whilst the Party were considering the vital
question whether or not Labour should accept office as a
minority Government, MacDonald was choosing his Cabinet.
Immediately after he had accepted office, he went off to
Lossiemouth to think things out in peace and quiet by the sea,
The only person he took with him was Brigadier-General
C. B. Thomson. The role of General Thomson was, however,
more that of a hiking companion and golfing partner than a
consultant adviser.
The task of choosing a Cabinet was both difficult and
delicate. When the list of the Members of the first Labour
Administration is studied, the considerations that determined
the choice of the particular individuals become apparent.
MacDonald's hopes and fears, likes and dislikes, confidences and
suspicions, tactics and strategies arc all evident in the strange
assembly that gathered round the table at No. 10 in 1924.
One was obviously chosen because of the strong Trade Union
influence he had behind him ; another, because of his position
in the Party ; another, because of the support he would give
to MacDonald ; another, because he was the least dangerous
of the Left; and yet another, because he was the most notable
of the Right.
Mr. John Wheatley was a man apart. He was the leader
of the Scottish Socialists. He was a man of brilliant parts,
splendid courage, downright, uncompromising sincerity and
unflinching honesty. He definitely belonged to the Left
Wing and, since his arrival at Westminster, had led the extreme
section of the Party. Indeed, he had several times been at
variance with the Speaker, had been in several disorderly
scenes, and on one memorable occasion had been actually
suspended. Yet within a year of his sensational suspension,
he was kissing hands at Buckingham Palace as a member of
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